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ABOUT THE ARTIST

RU artist Melanie Windl works at the intersection of 
analog and digital art. Her projects are equally 
informed by the investigation of new technologies 
and materials. This correlation creates poetic, 
dream-like environments with notions of the 
interrelationship between humans, artificial 
environments and nature. Windl has collaborated 
with renowned international institutions, Schleswig-
Holsteinisches Künstlerhaus Eckernförde, 
Germany; Biennale for Arts and Technology, 
Norway; Tokyo Experimental Festival, Japan; 
Foundation Künstlerdorf Schöppingen, Germany, 
among others.
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Interactive, intermedial installation: 48 Biopolymer Objects, 
1 1 black and white graphics on vinyl and 11 audio compositions

Various dimensions 

When a 10- to 15-kilometer meteorite struck the Gulf of Mexico about 65 million 

years ago, the resulting pyroclastic flow abruptly extinguished all life in the 

Caribbean. Even more devastating was the rock debris that spread huge clouds of 

dust across the globe, blocking sunlight as it does after volcanic eruptions. As a 

result, the average global temperature dropped 27 degrees. This ecological 

catastrophe caused the extinction of about 75% of all animal and plant species - 

including dinosaurs, many plant genera, and most marine life.

Currently, life on Earth is at an important new turning point. The global 

temperature rise is expected to intensify in the coming decades. The rapid 

warming of the atmosphere and oceans since the beginning of industrialization is 

likely to increase to 2.6°C to 4.8°C by the end of the 21st century. These severe 

environmental changes reveal the ambivalent situation of humans inheriting the 

roles of meteorite and dinosaur alike.

Hosted by Compère Collective, the exhibition "There's An Alligator On The Second 

Floor" features an installation by current resident artist Melanie Windl that reflects 

on current biological adaptation strategies of flora and fauna to a rapidly changing 

atmosphere. Using analog material and digital technology, the artist designs a 

formal-aesthetic utopia for the post-anthropocentric.

The project's implementation process was influenced by Windl's field trips to 

Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula, active volcanic areas in Iceland, and flood control 

areas in New York. The extensive travels highlight also the collision of modern life-

style with environmentalism. While working in the studio, the artist developed a 

new recipe for a plant-based biopolymer as a sculptural material for the objects in 

the installation. The self-produced, fully biodegradable and non-toxic bio-plastic 

poetically references the self-empowerment of the individual through the use of 

readily available alternative methods and strategies in the face of a man-made 

catastrophe which has broadly been curated by global industries.













Melanie Windl THERE'S AN ALLIGATOR ON THE 2ND FLOOR / Biological plastic, 11 black and white graphics, 11 audio compositions, 2022 


	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-1.pdf
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-2
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-3
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-4
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-5
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-8
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-9
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-7
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-10
	Alligator_MelanieWindl_2021-6
	Blank Page

