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T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  “ D o u b l e  P ros e c c o ”  b r i n gs  t o get h e r  wo r k s  b y  J o ë l l e 
L e h man n  an d  J os é  M o ñ ú  –  t wo  ar t ist s  c u r re nt l y  par t i c i pat i n g  i n 
t h e  R es i d e n cy  U n l i m it e d  p ro g ram . 

For the Ace Hotel New York gallery, the artists conceived a site-specific installa-

tion, playfully merging their distinctive practices of photography and painting to 

evoke an ambiance reflecting their encounters with New York City. The richness 

of the city’s visual and audio stimuli, its constant flux and exhilarating rhythm is 

echoed in both the bountiful installation as well as the exhibition’s title, “Double 

Prosecco,” a humorous metaphor for the sensory and mental overload one of-

ten encounters on the New York City streets. “Double Prosecco” is curated by 

Zeljka Himbele, Guest Curator at Residency Unlimited.

D o u b l e  P ros e c c o

“Double Prosecco”, Installation image. 



J o ë l l e  L e h man n  is a Swiss born photogra-

pher who takes a personal, spontaneous ap-

proach to the act of taking photographs, cap-

turing small episodes of contemporary ways of 

living. She documents her road trips and other 

travels, the intersections of artificial and nat-

ural environments, her family members and 

people she randomly encounters. Lehmann’s 

photographs are made using most common, 

consumer grade photographic equipment, 

challenging the technical perfection usually 

associated with artistic photography. Through 

various ways of displaying her photographs, 

whether in an artist’s book form, a maga-

zine layout or as a display on gallery walls, 

Lehmann investigates new meanings cre-

ated through their juxtaposition, suggesting 

various readings to viewers. Her most recent 

body of work, both reflective and whimsical, 

is focused on recording the overabundance 

of textual messages in the urban surround-

ing, from commercial signage and street graf-

fiti to body tattoos and phrases from T-shirts. 

For the Ace Hotel New York wall installation, 

the artist combines these textual messages 

with recently taken photographs in a visually 

engaging collage which, in the artist’s words, 

“aims to reveal beauty in chaos and imperfec-

tion of the city.”

T h e  A r t ist s 

Joëlle Lehmann, “Welcome Back”, 40 x 30”, 1/5, 2021.

Joëlle Lehmann & José 
Moñú, “Double Prosecco 
II”, Acrylic on photograph, 
13.8 X 11”, 2/5, 2021.

https://residencyunlimited.org/residencies/joelle-lehmann/


The Spanish artist J os é  M o ñ ú  is ac-

claimed for making dazzling painted 

portraits in which abstraction and fig-

uration coexist and entwine in a high-

ly dynamic manner. Stemming from 

the artist ’s studies of the rich history 

of portraiture painting, his acrylic on 

canvas pieces investigate the poten-

tial of colors in revealing the emotion-

al states of the depicted characters 

– people affected by the accelerated 

pace and strains of 21st century l ife. 

The faces of Moñú’s characters melt, 

twirl,  drip and distort, recall ing both 

caricature-style il lustrations from 

mass media and the eerie visions of 

previous generations of expression-

ist painters. The choice of bright and 

strong colors further emphasizes their 

energy. Through numerous layers of 

paint that in some segments achieve 

the sculptural properties of a relief, 

Moñú’s work veritably bursts from 

canvas surface into the surrounding 

space. The works on view at the Ace 

Hotel New York are the artist ’s most 

recent paintings, inspired by his New 

York City encounters as well as indi-

vidual experiences of pandemic l ife. 

These paintings are complemented 

by several pages from his sketchbook 

that are unevenly distributed across 

the gallery walls– a dil igent visual di-

ary of the artist ’s daily impressions of 

the city, galvanized by Moñú’s per-

sonal feelings and observations.

T h e  A r t ist s

José Moñú, “That Parrot is not a Vampire”, Acryl-
ic on canvas, 60 X 30”, 2021. 

José Moñú, “Clever Eyes”, Acrylic on canvas, 40 X 
40”, 2021. 

https://residencyunlimited.org/residencies/jose-monu/


Z e l j k a  H i m b e l e  is a curator based in New 

York City. Originally from Croatia, where she 

worked for several years at the Museum of Con-

temporary Art, Zagreb, she graduated at the 

Center for Curatorial Studies at Bard College, 

US. From 2008-2010 she worked at the Contem-

porary Art Department of the Museum of Art, 

Rhode Island School of Design, working on a se-

ries of solo and group exhibitions for New Media 

Gallery. She frequently collaborates with G-MK 

Gallery in Zagreb, where she curated the exhi-

bitions by Mark Tribe, Duncan Campbell, Eve K. Tremblay and, most recently, eteam. 

In 2021, Zeljka presented Stirring Glows at UrbanGlass Brooklyn, a group exhibition 

featuring neon-based works by artists engaged with urgent ecological, social and 

political topics. Currently she works on a few more collaborations with UrbanGlass.

T h e  C u rat o r

https://residencyunlimited.org/residencies/zeljka-himbele/
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Exhibition Opening

José Moñú (left), Joëlle Lehmann (right)

(Left to right) Joëlle Lehmann, José Moñú, Jenn Lam, Marie van Eersel. 
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