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Open Studio: Recent works by Rafael Villares

Opening: July 13, 2023 | 5:00 - 8:00 pm
Exhibition Walk-through with the Artist: August 6, 2023 | 3:00 pm
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Rafael Villares is a Cuban-born contemporary artist who

works across various media, including sculpture, installation,
photography, drawing, and painting. Through researching the
history of the Natural and Social Sciences, Villares’ practice
centers around an exploration of landscape, and highlights
the ways in which art and science intersect to shape and
transform our understandings and perceptions of Nature.
Villares often collaborates with scientists, researchers, and
others across various disciplines to develop projects that
challenge established ways of seeing. He is particularly
interested in how art can provoke thoughtful insights into
these processes by creating opportunities for individuals to
enter and encounter manipulated realities, challenging
people to replicate these experiences in their everyday lives.


https://residencyunlimited.org/residencies/rafael-villares/

Villares' works are characterized by the inversion of familiar aspects
of the surrounding environment from micro to macro scales. An
example of this can be seen in the installation piece Itinerant
Landscape which is comprised of a larger-than-life planter with a
park bench and tree that can be moved from location to location by
means of a truck and crane. On a more micro-scale, works such as
Topographic Paradox involved the generation of bathymetric maps

by melting blue ice replicas of places in danger of rising sea levels
over large sheets of paper in collaboration with a surveyor. Each of
these pieces invite the viewer to reconsider their understandings of
space and their relationship to their local and global environments.



https://rafaelvillares.com/itinerant-landscape
https://rafaelvillares.com/topographic-paradox
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Villares represented Cuba at the 59th Venice Biennale and has
exhibited extensively both in Cuba and internationally, including at
the Chazen Museum of Art in Madison, Wisconsin, the Museo
Nacional de Arte (MNA) in Bolivia, the Havana Biennial in Cuba, the
Vancouver Biennial in Vancouver, Canada, and the Sixty-eight Art
Institute in Copenhagen, Denmark. He has also been an artist in
residence at the Vermont Studio Center (USA) and at Casasola
(Panama). His works can be found in permanent collections such as
the Minneapolis Art Institute (MIA) in the USA, the Chazen Museum
of Art in Wisconsin, USA, and the Jose Luis Cuevas Museum in
Mexico.



https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2022/11/07/rafael-villares-art-24-represents-cuba-at-the-venice-biennale/

